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NPDES PROGRAM FUND S.B. 250 (S-1):  COMMITTEE SUMMARY

Senate Bill 250 (Substitute S-1)
Sponsor:  Senator Mark H. Schauer
Committee:  National Resources and Environmental Affairs

Date Completed:  6-11-03

CONTENT

The bill would amend the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act to
create the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Program Fund;
and require that the Fund be used to administer the NPDES Program, which would
include developing water quality standards and permits, water quality monitoring,
compliance assistance and education, and other water quality activities.   

The NPDES Program Fund would be created in the State Treasury.  The State Treasurer could
receive money or other assets from any source for deposit into the Fund, would have to direct
investment of the Fund, and would have to credit to the Fund interest and earnings from Fund
investments.  Money in the Fund at the close of the fiscal year would have to remain in the
Fund and not lapse to the General Fund.  

The Department of Environmental Quality would have to spend money from the Fund, upon
appropriation, only for administration of the NPDES Program including, but not limited to, all
of the following:

-- Water quality standards development and maintenance.
-- Permit development and issuance.
-- Maintenance of program data.
-- Ambient water quality monitoring conducted to determine permit conditions and evaluate

the effectiveness of permit requirements.
-- Activities conducted to determine a discharger�s permit compliance status, including

inspections, discharge monitoring, and review of submittals.
-- Compliance assistance and education.
-- Enforcement.
-- Program administration activities.

The bill is tie-barred to Senate Bills 251, 252, and 253.  

MCL 324.3101 et al. Legislative Analyst:  Claire Layman

FISCAL IMPACT

The bill would have no fiscal impact on State or local government.

Fiscal Analyst:  Jessica Runnels


